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l A Letter from Dr William Mufgrave, F R. S. 
to the Publijher, concerning a very extraordinary 
Periodical Hemorrhage. 

SIR, 

I Some years (luce received an account of a furprizing ill- 
nefs, from the perfon who had labour'd under k ; The 
fame has been attefted to me by his Wife and fever.il of 
his acquaintance, and therefore I think it may defcrve 
Credit. 

Mr H, formerly a Servant to £>neen Dowager , of late 
to Mrs Jennings ', of Burton in Somerfetjhire 5 had ( from 
his Infancy, as he has been inform cj, but to his certain 
knowledge J from as far back as he can remember, up to 
the twenty fourth year of his age, a Periodical Hemorrhage 
in one of his Thumbs. 

The Time of the Eruption was about the full of the 
Moon, fcldom more than a day before or after it. The 
Orifice (to fpeak more exa&lyj on the Right fide of the 
Nail of the Left Thumb. He has not known the Blood 
to be lefs in weight at any one Turn, or Periodical Dif- 
charge, than four ounces ; and is pofidve, that when he 
came to be fixteen years of age, the quantity was then en- 
creas'd to half a pound at each eruption $ he and his 
friends having often view'd the quantity, and found it to 
be thus much. 

The Manner of the Flux was alfo remarkable ; for, 
without any Pain of Head, Strerghtnefs of Breath, or any 
figns of Fulnefs, or other Symptoms whatever obferved 
by him ? excepting only a ftiffnefs, on the utmoft Joynt 
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of the faid (Left) Thumb j the Blood ufed to fpin out, 
with a considerable force, on a fudden, in feveral little 
dreams, and continue fo to do, until the greater part 5 of 

the quantity was difcharged. Under this difcharge, how- 
ever copious, he was drong and vigorous to the age of 
twenty four, from his mod early and tender years. 

At that age (of- 24J finding this Evacuation trouble- 
fome, and being uneafie under it, he fear'd with a hot 
Iron the part, which ufed to open, and give vent to the 
flux of Blood. I faw that part, it was hard and callous 
to the diameter of jl of an inch. The fearing had ftopt 
the Hemorrhage to the day I took this account, (which 
was on Dec. 11.. 1^97,) that is, about twenty years. 

This ftoppage was in its effc&s very dangerous, and of 
ill coniequence 5 for within one quarter of a year after it 
he fell into a Sputum Sanguinis 5 bringing up from his 
Lungs vad quantities of Blood, This new Complaint, 
together with a Cough attending it, reduced him very 
low • fo that his Phyfician, old Dr Dike of Somerjetjlrire y 
(aperfon of greaf Learning and Experience in ciir Pro- 
feffion^) thought him utterly loft in a Confumption $ but 
by frequent Bleeding, &c. deliver'd him from this Hs- 
moptoe*; yet. not with that Relief which was expected : 
For in a very little time the Patient fell into a mod vio- 
lent Colic 5 from no other occafion ( that he could dif 
covey J than his late illnefs, putting on a new form, and 
the matter fettling on the Bowels. 

This Colic was in good meafure overcome by Purging 
Medicines^ but a difpofition to it dill remains s» for he 
has ever fince been often troubled with it (as alfo with a 
Spitting of Blood ) on the lead excefs of Cold or Mo- 
tion. 

In (hort, he has, ever fince the doppage of that firft 
Hemorrhage, been weak, fickiy, of a fallow, faint look ^ 
much impaired as to health, in comparison to what he 
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enjoy'd during the time of its Periodica! Returns § arid, 
gives an Argument, That when filature ha$ chafe®) and for 
fome length of time^ exercifed new and extraordinary me- 
thods of economy, fhe feems to he as fond of their Continue 
anc§, as at other times % and in her mo ft regular ftate 3 fee k 
pf that which is her mofi ufud and ordinary co%rfi f 

There is a further life to be made of this, and fuch 
like Monthly Hemorrhages, in Men i v/hither by the 
Thumb, ("as in the prefent cafe) or prpenem 5 (of which 
there have been in this Country two eonfiderable Inftances 
in my time) pr any other part of the Body- For thef? 
Evacuations, being analogous to the Menfes in .Worpen^ 
Confute the opinion of all fuch as derive that Qifcharg? 
from a Ftrwentum Vterimm. How can we think the 
M^fii come from *£uch a Local Ferment 1 when a Difc 
eharge f in all refpe$:§ equivalent to them, take§ place t 
where no fwcfa ferment », or can be fuppos'df 
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